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SUBJECT: MITTERRAND CONCERNED ABOUT FUTURE US 
SECURITY COMMITMENT 

REF: (A) STATE 3805; (B) PARIS 1447; (C) PARIS 1867 

1 . IN FOLLOW-UP TO CONVERSATIONS REPORTED REFS B AND 
C, PS INTERNATIONAL SECRETARY PONTILLON TOLD EMBOFFS 
ON BEHALF OF MITTERRAND ON STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL BASIS 
THAT LATTER WAS PRIVATELY CONCERNED ABOUT THE 
POSSIBILITY THAT US MIGHT WITHDRAW ITS SECURITY 
COMMITMENT FROM FRANCE IF PS AND PC CAME TO POWER IN 
1978. PONTILLON SAID POINT CAME UP OBLIQUELY IN 
MITTERRAND'S CONVERSATION WITH SECRETARY IN 
WASHINGTON ON NOVEMBER 28. PONTILLON ALSO IMPLIED 
THAT OUR OWN RECENT CONVERSATIONS WITH HIM (REFTELS) 
AS WELL AS MITTERRAND'S TALKS WITH HELMUT SCHMIDT AND 
OTHERS AT HELSINGOR MAY HAVE FURTHER FED THESE 
CONCERNS. 

2. MITTERRAND, PONTILLON SAID, WAS THEREFORE 
INTERESTED IN HAVING US ASSURANCES THAT WE WOULD 
MAINTAIN OUR DEFENSE UMBRELLA OVER FRANCE IF THE 
PS-PC ALLIANCE CAME TO POWER. IN THIS CONNECTION, 

AND ON THE ASSUMPTION THAT HE MIGHT WELL BE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR FRANCE'S SECURITY IN TWO YEARS, 
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HIS NORMAL CONTACTS WITH THE EMBASSY TO DEFENSE 
QUESTIONS. THUS. PONTILLON SAID, MITTERRAND NOW 
PARTICULARLY WANTS TO DISCUSS THE STATE OF EUROPE'S 
CONVENTIONAL. TACTICAL-NUCLEAR AND STRATEGIC DETERRENCE 
AND DEFENSE CAPACITY; THE STRATEGIC BALANCE; AND THE 
IMPLICATIONS OF THE SECRETARY'S MOSCOW SALT 
DISCUSSIONS FOR EUROPE. 

3. COMMENT: MITTERRAND'S REACTION SUGGESTS THAT RECENT 
US EFFORTS TO WARN HIM AGAINST THE POTENTIALLY FAR- 
REACHING EFFECTS OF A PS-PC VICTORY FOR THE ALLIANCE 
HAVE HIT THE MARK, AT LEAST PRIVATELY; ALTHOUGH MITTER- 
RAND WILL UNDOUBTEDLY CONTINUE TO MAINTAIN HIS CURRENT 
PUBLIC STANCE. IN OUR OWN CONTINUING CONTACTS WE WILL 
SUSTAIN THIS ELEMENT OF UNCERTAINTY, WITHOUT REFUSING 
GENERAL DISCUSSIONS OF QUESTIONS HE RAISES. THIS 
COURSE WILL SUSTAIN HIS MOTIVATION FOR MAINTAINING 
COMMUNICATIONS 
RUSH 
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